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Professor Lubor FiSera

A Tribute

It is a real pleasure for me to write a tribute to Professor Lubor FiSera on the occasion of his
upcoming 60" birthday since I consider him to be a close personal friend and internationally, one
of the most renowned heterocyclic chemists of present-day Slovakia, even though Slovakia has
quite a number of outstanding scientists in this particular field.

Lubor FiSera (pronounced, Fishera, with the accent on the first syllable) was born on October
27" 1945, in Bratislava at a time when the city was part of Czechoslovakia. Here Professor
Lubor studied chemistry at the Slovak Technical University (PhD 1975) and took the first steps
in his academic career (Assistant Professor 1971)

His interest in heterocycles was intensified by two post-doctoral fellowships, the first at the
University of Munich (1975/6, with Prof. R. Huisgen) and the second at Emory University,
Atlanta (1981, with Prof. Al Padwa).

In recognition of his numerous research contributions he was promoted to Associate
Professor (1981) and was then appointed Full Professor (1988) at the Slovak Technical
University in Bratislava. In 1993 he became head of the Department of Organic Chemistry.

Dr FiSera was, and continues to be, highly involved in lecturing at his university, not only at
the undergraduate level (general organic chemistry and reaction mechanisms), but also in
graduate education (stereochemistry). His research work deals mainly with chiral 1,3-dipolar
cycloadditions, with the stereoselectivity of cycloaddition reactions in general and with the
utilization of heterocycles for organic synthesis. On such or similar topics he has published
approximately 150 papers and has given more than 60 plenary / invited lectures.

In addition, he has been visiting professor or research collaborator in various countries such
as,
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1990: University of Basra, Iraq (visiting professor);

1992: Vienna University of Technology, Austria (lectures on photochemistry);
1992/3: University of Munich (research collaborator on 1,3-dipolar cycloadditions);
2004: Université de Strasbourg, France (lectures on heterocyclic synthesis).

He has maintained close contacts with Prof. V. Jager (Stuttgart) and Prof. H.-U. Reissig
(Berlin). Of course he also pays regular visits to many of us (Prof. J. Frohlich and Prof. F.
Sauter) at the “neighbouring” Vienna University of Technology.

His close ties to our department are illustrated by his chairmanship at two (1995 and 2002) of
our joint Blue Danube Symposia on Heterocyclic Chemistry.

Privately, Lubor is an extremely kind and considerate person, always reliable, with a good
sense of humour and concerned about the existence of a harmonious atmosphere between his
colleagues. During the spring and summer months he is a determined weekend gardener, and all
year long he is a devoted grandfather.

In his spare time, which is quite limited, he reads many books, mostly about
palaeanthropology and archaeology.

I also know him as a tireless car-driver (e.g., over thousands of miles through central
Anatolia), who cannot resist climbing to the topmost circles of every ancient amphitheatre he has
visited, always accompanied by his splendid wife Maja — a marvellous couple.

For those amongst his colleagues and friends who would like to join me in wishing him “ad
multos annos”

I give below his contact address:

Prof. Dr. Lubor Fisera

Head, Dept. of Organic Chemistry, Slovak University of Technology
SK-81237 Bratislava, Slovak Republic

Fax: 00421 2 529 68560 E-Mail: lubor.fisera@stuba.sk

Fritz Sauter
Vienna University of Technology, Austria

Selected Publications of Prof. Fisera

1. Fisera, L.; Surd, J.; Kovac, J.; Lucky, M. Determination of Op constants of 2-furyl

substituents. Transfer of the substituent effect through the furan-benzene system Coll.
Czech. Chem. Commun. 1974, 39, 1711.

2. Fisera, L.; Kovac, J.; Komanova, E.; Lesko, J. Furan derivatives. LX. A convenient method
of arylation of furan. reaction of diazoaminobenzenes with furan and isopentyl nitrite
Tetrahedron 1974, 30, 4123.
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Cycloaddition of C-benzoyl-N-phenylnitrone to furan Monatsh. Chem. 1980, 111, 909.
Fisera, L.; Kovac, J.; Poliacikova, J.; Lesko, J. A 1,3-Dipolar cycloaddition and 1,3-addition
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FiSera, L.; gtibrényi, L.; Matusovd, A.; Oremus, V.; Timpe, H.-J. Photoinduzierte
umlagerung von isoxazolinen. Syntheseweg zu 2.4,5,8-tetrahydro-1,3-diox-5-azocinen
Tetrahedron Lett. 1984, 25, 2731.
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Commun. 1986, 51, 2158.
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Fisera, L.; Oravec, P. The diastereoselective 1,3-dipolar cycloaddition of nitrile oxides to 5-
ethoxy-2 (5H ) furanone Coll. Czech. Chem. Commun. 1987, 52, 1315.

Oremus, V.; FiSera, L.; Timpe, H.-J.; Lammel, U. Unusually selective photoinduced
rearrangement of 4-alkoxycarbonyl-5-formyl-2,3-dihydro-6H-1,3-oxazines. A new route to
preparation of condensed lactones Coll. Czech. Chem. Commun. 1988, 53, 3171.

Fisera, L.; Goljer, L.; Jaroskova, L. Reaction of tetrahydrofuroisoxazoles with molybdenum
hexacarbonyl. A new route to preparation of 3-substituted tetrahydro- and dihydrofuran
derivatives Coll. Czech. Chem. Commun. 1988, 53, 1753.

gtibrényi, L.; FiSera, L.; Kacer, R.; Oremus, V.; Mihulov4, M. An unusual tert-butylamine
mediated conversion of 6-aryl-7-formyl-2,4,5,8-tetrahydro-1,3-dioxa-5-azocines to 1,2,3,6-
tetrahydropyrimidine derivatives Coll. Czech. Chem. Commun. 1990, 55, 2502.

Al-Timari, U. A. R.; FiSera, L. Regioselective synthesis of C-nucleosides by 1,3-dipolar
cycloaddition of arylnitrile oxides to 5,6-dideoxy-1,2-O-isopropylidine-a-D-xylo-hex-5-
enofuranose Carbohydrate Res. 1991, 218, 121.
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Oravec, P.; FisSera, L.; Ertl, P.; Goljer, 1. Regio- and stereoselectivity in the 1,3-dipolar
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stereoselectivity Monatsh. Chem. 1994, 125, 553.

Jaroskova, L.; Konopikova, M.; FiSera, L. 1,3-dipolar cycloaddition of nitrones to N- (2,6-
dialkylphenyl)maleimides Chem. Papers 1994, 48, 35.

Konopikova, M.; Fisera, L.; Pronayova, N.; Ertl, P. Regio- and stereoselective reduction of
3,5-disubstituted 4,6-dioxo-3a,4,6,6a-tetrahydropyrrole [3,4-d]isoxazoles with sodium
borohydride Liebigs Ann. 1993, 1047.

FiSera, L.; Sauter, F.; Frohlich, J.; Feng, Y.; Mereiter, K. Synthesis of spiro-substituted 1,3-
oxazines by a new sequence leading to spiroheterocycles. Monatsh. Che. 1994, 125, 909.
Ondrus, V.; Fisera, L.; Pronayova, N. Photochemistry of condensed isoxazolines Monatsh.
Chem. 1994, 125, 1241.

Jaroskova, L.; FiSera, L.; Matejkova, 1.; Ertl, P.; Prénayova, N. Stereoselectivity in the 1,3-
dipolar cycloaddition of nitrones to 1-substituted 3,3-methylene-5,5-dimethyl-2-
pyrrolidinones Monatsh. Chem. 1994, 125, 1413.

FiSera, L.; Jaroskova, L.; Matejkova, I.; Heimgartner, H. 1,3-Dipolar cycloaddition of
nitrones and nitrile oxides to 3,3-methylene-5,5-dimethylpyrrolidin-2-thione Heterocycles
1995, 40, 271.

FiSera, L.; Lévai, A.; Jaroskova, L.; Jedlovskd, E.; Toth, G.; Poldkova, M. 1,3-Dipolar
cycloaddition of 3-benzylidene-chromanone,- 1-thiochromanone and -flavanone: Regio- and
stereoselective formation of spiroheterocycles Heterocycles 1997, 45, 1651.

Ondrus, V.; Fisera, L. The synthesis and 1,3-dipolar cycloaddition reactions of chiral
maleimides. Molecules 1997, 2, 49.

Huisgen, R.; FiSera, L.; Giera, H.; Sustmann, R. Thiones as superdipolarophiles. Rates and
equilibria of nitrone cycloadditions to thioketones J. Am. Chem. Soc. 1995, 117, 9671.
Fisera, L.; Huisgen, R.; Kalwinsch, I.; Langhals, E.; Li, X.; Mloston, G.; Polborn, K.; Rapp,
J.; Sicking, W.; Sustmann, R. New thione chemistry Pure and Appl. Chem. 1996, 68, 789.
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ethoxycarbonyl nitrone cycloaddition to (S)-5-Hydroxymethyl-2(5H)-furanone and Its
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diastereostereoselectivity of nitrile oxide cycloaddition by Mg(Il). Acceleration of
cycloaddition by microwave irradiation Tetrahedron 2000, 56, 5465.

Blanarikova, 1.; Dugovi¢, B.; FiSera, L.; Hametner, Ch.; Pronayova, N. 1,3-Dipolar
cycloadditions of D-erythrose- and D-threose-derived nitrones to maleimides. ARKIVOC
2001, (ii), 1091.

Ondrus, V.; FiSera, L.; Bradac¢, V. On the use of water as a solvent - simple and short one-
step synthesis of maleimides ARKIVOC 2001, (v), 60.

Blanarikova, I.; FiSera, L.; Kopani¢dkova, Z.; Salanski, P.; Jurczak, J.; Hametner, Ch.
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Stereoselectivity of 1,3-dipolar cycloadditions of d-erythrose and d-threose derived nitrones
with methyl acrylate Synlett 2001, 1862.

Kuban, J.; Kolarovi€, A.; FiSera, L.; Jager, V.; Humpa, O.; Pronayovd, N. Synthesis of
trihydroxylated pyrrolizidine using 1,3-dipolar cycloaddition of d-erythrose derived nitrone.
Synlett 2001, 1866.
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Jurczak, J.; Pronayova, N. Stereoselectivity of 1,3-dipolar cycloadditions of l-valine derived
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Fischer, R.; Druckov4, A.; FiSera, L.; Hametner, C. Preparation and 1,3-dipolar
cycloadditions of chiral nitrones derived from d-xylose with vinyl acetate ARKIVOC 2002,
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Dugovi¢, B.; Fisera, L.; Hametner, C.; Cyranski, M. K. Prénayova N. Diastereoselectivity
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