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This special issue of Arkivoc is dedicated to Professor António M. d’A. Rocha Gonsalves, to 

commemorate his 70th birthday and to acknowledge his achievements as an organic chemist.  

António Rocha Gonsalves was born in Coimbra, Portugal, on January 14th, 1939. He 

graduated in Chemistry at the University of Coimbra in 1964 and immediately started his 

academic career as Assistant-Lecturer in Organic Chemistry. Soon after, however, his academic 

career was interrupted between 1966 and 1969, by compulsory army service.  During this period 

he was placed at the University of Lourenço Marques, Mozambique (“Estudos Gerais 

Universitários”) where he lectured as second assistant. 

Having finished his army service in October 1969, he went to the University of Liverpool, 

U.K., where under the supervision of Prof. G. W. Kenner and with the guidance and advice of 

Dr. K. M. Smith, he started working on his Ph.D. He completed his Ph.D. in July, 1972 with a 

thesis entitled “Synthetic Porphyrins for Haemoprotein Studies”. This research topic remained 

with him throughout his academic career. 

In 1973, on returning from Liverpool, he was appointed Auxiliary Professor at the University 

of Coimbra. In 1975 he obtained his Habilitation in Chemistry and in 1981 he was promoted to 
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the position of Full Professor in Organic Chemistry (Professor Catedrático de Química 

Orgânica). 

Always ready to undertake academic responsibilities, he was Head of the Chemistry 

Department from 1986-1988 and from 1995-1999, President of the Scientific Committee of the 

Chemistry Department from 1995-1997 and Scientific Coordinator of the Chemistry Centre from 

1983-1999. He also represented the Chemistry Group in the Coordinating Committee of the 

Scientific Council of the Faculty of Sciences and Technology of the University of Coimbra from 

1978-1981.  

The research interests of Prof. António Rocha Gonsalves have always focused on organic 

synthesis. In particular, he has always been interested in the synthesis of tetrapyrrolic 

macrocycles, their metal complexes and their application as catalysts, photodynamic therapy 

agents and molecular films. Other interests include the synthesis of heterocyclic compounds, 

asymmetric catalysis, industrial chemistry and quality control. 

Throughout his career, he has supervised 12 Ph D. theses with 2 more underway and 13 MSc 

theses. He has published over 130 papers in scientific journals (ISI Web of Science, h-index = 

18) and  several patents.  As a consequence of his productivity and of his contribution to 

Chemistry in Portugal, Prof. António Rocha Gonsalves was awarded the "Estimulo à Excelência" 

Prize by the Portuguese Research Council (Fundação para a Ciência e a Tecnologia, FCT). 

He has always been interested in collaborating with chemical and pharmaceutical companies 

and throughout the years, he has supervised numerous joint research projects aimed at the 

synthesis of new compounds with therapeutic potential or the development of new synthetic 

routes for pharmaceuticals. Collaborations with industry have also included projects related to 

resins, paints, paper, and others. 

In view of a lifetime dedicated to Chemistry, a tribute to Prof. António Rocha Gonsalves 

with the publication of this special issue of ARKIVOC is fully deserved. 

 

Teresa M. V. D. Pinho e Melo 
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