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Professor Vincenzo Tortorella 
A Tribute 

 

 
 

 
Vincenzo Tortorella was born in Montefiascone (Viterbo, Italy) on September 6, 1932. He is 
married to Claudia Mainardi (born in Urbino in 1940) and has  two children: Carla (37 years old) 
and Paolo (35 years old). 

In 1958 he obtained a degree in Chemistry cum laude from the University of Rome, where he 
conducted post-graduate research until 1960 at the Institute of Organic Chemistry. From 1960 to 
1968 he held official teaching positions at the Universities of Genoa (Faculty of Science), Urbino 
(Faculty of Pharmacy) and Rome (Faculty of Pharmacy). During the 1964-65 academic year he 
carried out research under the guidance of Prof. D. H. R. Barton at Imperial College in the 
University of London, where he was awarded a diploma in Organic Chemistry (D.I.C.). He then 
successfully passed the qualifying examination for university teaching positions in Medicinal 
Chemistry (1966) and Organic Chemistry (1968). In 1968 he was awarded the university chair 
Organic Chemistry by public examination, and began to teach at the Faculty of Pharmacy of the 
University of Bari in 1969. 

The various positions he has held at the University of Bari include: 
Chair in Physical Methods in Organic Chemistry from 1969 to 1973; 
Chair in Medicinal Chemistry and Toxicology from 1973 to the present;  
Director of the Institute of Medicinal Chemistry and Toxicology from 1970 to 1982; 
Director of the Medicinal Chemistry Department, 1982 to 1985; 
Dean of the Faculty of Pharmacy, 1975- present. 

Professor Tortorella has received official recognition of his scientific, teaching and 
administrative activity at both national and international levels. Since 1983 he has served as 
coordinator of the program of doctoral studies in Pharmaceutical Chemistry at the University of 
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Bari. In the two-year period 1986-87 he served as a member of the Italian Commission for the 
Verification of the technical requisites of medicinal preparations. From 1988 until 1997 he 
served as national coordinator of the “40%” research project for Medicinal Chemistry financed 
by the Italian Ministry for University and Scientific Research (MURST). In the two-year periods 
1997-99, 1999-2001 and 2001-2003 he served as coordinator of a national research project on 
medicinal chemistry co-financed by MURST. In the three-year period 1982-85 he was appointed 
President of the Division of Medicinal Chemistry of the Italian Chemical Society. In the two-
year period 1988-90 he served as President of the European Federation of Medicinal Chemistry, 
which links the national organizations working in this field throughout Europe. From 1991 to 
1996 he served as President of the Conference of Deans of Italian Faculties of Pharmacy. In 
1991 he received the “Renoir” Prize for Culture awarded by the Region of Puglia and the 
Diploma and Gold medal of the Italian Ministry for Public Instruction. Since 1992 Professor 
Tortorella has served as representative of the Italian Faculties of Pharmacy in the Managing 
Commission of the European Association of Faculties of Pharmacy. From 1994 to 1998 he was 
as an active member of the Commission for the Italian Pharmacopoeia.  In 2003 was awarded of 
the title of Honorary Professor of the Real Academia Nacional de Farmacia de Espana. 

From a scientific standpoint, Professor Tortorella has conducted research involving studies of 
the structure of substances of interest for use as pharmaceuticals. In these studies, particular 
attention has been given to the influence of stereochemistry on the pharmacological action of  
active biological substances and to the possibility of separating their therapeutic and side effects. 
In particular his research has focused on cardiovascular drugs belonging to the hypolipidemic 
and antiarrhythmic classes and also to drugs acting at the CNS level on the dopamine and 
serotonin receptors. 

The results of this research have been reported in over 150 scientific publications and in 
lectures given at numerous national and international conferences. In virtue of the expertise he 
has acquired in this specific sector, he is a member of the Editorial Boards of several 
internationally and nationally recognized journals in the field of Medicinal Chemistry. 

Professor Vincenzo Tortorella has always demonstrated a high sense of duty serving the 
above mentioned Institutions with  great perspicacity and diplomacy. In fact he has been for 
more than twenty years an important reference point for all the Italian Medicinal Chemists. 

The present volume represents a timely acknowledgement of his long career characterized by 
high standards of human, didactic and scientific capabilities and I am really proud to have acted 
as facilitator for such an issue. 
 
Girolamo Cirrincione 
Dipartimento Farmacochimico 
Tossicologico e Biologico 
Università di Palermo 
Via Archirafi 32, 90123 Palermo 
Italy 
gcirrinc@unipa.it  
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